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On July 19-21 in Managua, the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) held its first party
congress. Agenda items included drafting the party's legal framework; development of a political
platform; approval of a comprehensive report by the national directorate outlining FSLN history;
and, secret ballot election of party leaders. Elected delegates with voting rights in attendance totaled
581. Another 62 voting non-party members were invited to participate. In addition, 119 non-voting
national observers and 132 foreign guests were invited to attend. Selected highlights of the congress
are summarized below. Former president Daniel Ortega was elected FSLN secretary general.
Delegates also elected 120 members to the Sandinista Assembly. Under the party's new structure,
directorate members are subordinate to the Assembly, now responsible for formulating policy and
approving decisions by the leadership. Prior to the change, the Assembly functioned as an advisory
group. Delegates voted to elect a minimum of seven and a maximum of 11 members to the national
directorate. Newly elected members were Rene Nunez, Sergio Ramirez, and Gen. Humberto Ortega.
Gen. Ortega, however, declined the invitation to join the FSLN directorate, thereby retaining his
post as armed forces chief. The other members of the directorate are Daniel Ortega, Tomas Borge,
Bayardo Arce, Luis Carrion, Henry Ruiz, Victor Tirado and Jaime Wheelock. The new directorate
was elected en toto, and not individually, as suggested by some party members. On July 19, Tomas
Borge told daily newspaper Barricada that "special circumstances" and highly conflictual relations
with the government, the National Assembly and at the international level, necessitate retention
of current directorate members. Representatives of the Spanish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE)
and Spanish Ambassador to Nicaragua Manuel Hernandez walked out of the congress on July
20 in protest of the presence of a Basque party (Herri Batasuna) delegation. PSOE representative
Elena Flores told journalists that they could not share the same room with a "violent party." FSLN
spokespersons said Herri Batasuna is a legal organization in Spain. At the closing session of the
congress on July 21, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo invited FSLN members "to work together
to build a strong, united and open Nicaragua." He asserted that the FSLN and President Violeta
de Barrios Chamorro's administration share many values and goals. Delegates moved to hold the
next congress at least two years prior to the next presidential elections. (Basic data from Inter Press
Service, 07/17/91; AFP, 07/16/91, 07/19- 22/91; Notimex, 07/16/91, 07/19/91, 07/22/91; New York
Transfer News Service, Washington Post, 07/20/91; ACAN-EFE, AP, Xinhua, 07/22/91)
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